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A Christmas Carol  
Code Description 
2A You have not written enough (you need a minimum of two sides) 

2B You have not talked about Dickens (always discuss what the writer is doing) 

2C You have not planned 

2D You have not used an introduction that links the key word of the question to 

the bigger context of the novella (e.g. poverty in Victorian England) 

2E You have not used debate adverbs  

2F You have not picked out four different techniques/words/phrases from the 

extract 

2G You have not developed your points about your selected 

techniques/words/phrases 

2H You have not made a structural point about the extract  

2I You have not used quotations (extract) 

2J You have not referred to the rest of the novella 

2K You have not discussed the importance of this extract in its place within the 

novellla 

2L You have not considered how the character/theme develops/changes 

throughout the novella in relation to the key word (e.g. poverty)  

2M You have not remembered quotations from the rest of the novella 

2N You have not embedded quotations (extract and whole) 

2O You have not unpicked your quotation(key words)  

2P You have not linked each paragraph to the question (poverty) 

2Q You have not used subject terminology 

2R You have not used a conclusion that links the key word of the question to 

the bigger context of the play (e.g. poverty in Victorian England) 

"'Forgive me if I am not justified in what I ask,' said Scrooge, looking intently at the Spirit's robe,' but 

I see 

something strange, and not belonging to yourself, protruding from your skirts. Is it a foot or a claw.'  

  

'It might be a claw, for the flesh there is upon it,' was the Spirit's sorrowful reply. 'Look here.' 

  

From the foldings of its robe, it brought two children; wretched, abject, frightful, hideous, miserable. 

They knelt 

down at its feet, and clung upon the outside of its garment. 

  

'Oh, Man. look here. Look, look, down here.' exclaimed the Ghost. 

  

They were a boy and a girl. Yellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish; but prostrate, too, in their 

humility. Where 

graceful youth should have filled their features out, and touched them with its freshest tints, a stale 

and shrivelled 

hand, like that of age, had pinched, and twisted them, and pulled them into shreds. Where angels 

might have sat 

enthroned, devils lurked, and glared out menacing. No change, no degradation, no perversion of 

humanity, in any 

grade, through all the mysteries of wonderful creation, has monsters half so horrible and dread. 

  

Scrooge started back, appalled. Having them shown to him in this way, he tried to say they were fine 

children, but 

the words choked themselves, rather than be parties to a lie of such enormous magnitude. 

  

'Spirit. are they yours.' Scrooge could say no more. 

  

'They are Man's,' said the Spirit, looking down upon them. 'And they cling to me, appealing from 

their fathers. 

This boy is Ignorance. This girl is Want. Beware them both, and all of their degree, but most of all 

beware this boy, 

for on his brow I see that written which is Doom, unless the writing be erased. Deny it.' cried the 

Spirit, stretching out its hand towards the city. 'Slander those who tell it ye. Admit it for your factious 

purposes, and make it worse. 

And abide the end.'  

  

'Have they no refuge or resource.' cried Scrooge. 

  

'Are there no prisons.' said the Spirit, turning on him for the last time with his own words. 'Are there 

no workhouses.'"  

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present 

society’s attitude to poverty? 

Write about: 

 How does Dickens present Want and Ignorance in 

this extract 

 How Dickens presents attitudes to poverty in the 

novella as a whole.           (30 marks) 
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"'Forgive me if I am not justified in what I ask,' said Scrooge, looking intently at the Spirit's 

robe,' but I see something strange, and not belonging to yourself, protruding from your 

skirts. Is it a foot or a claw.'  

  

'It might be a claw, for the flesh there is upon it,' was the Spirit's sorrowful reply. 'Look 

here.' 

  

From the foldings of its robe, it brought two children; wretched, abject, frightful, hideous, 

miserable. They knelt down at its feet, and clung upon the outside of its garment. 

  

'Oh, Man. look here. Look, look, down here.' exclaimed the Ghost. 

  

They were a boy and a girl. Yellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish; but prostrate, too, in 

their humility. Where graceful youth should have filled their features out, and touched them 

with its freshest tints, a stale and shrivelled hand, like that of age, had pinched, and twisted 

them, and pulled them into shreds. Where angels might have sat enthroned, devils lurked, 

and glared out menacing. No change, no degradation, no perversion of humanity, in any 

grade, through all the mysteries of wonderful creation, has monsters half so horrible and 

dread. 

  

Scrooge started back, appalled. Having them shown to him in this way, he tried to say they 

were fine children, but the words choked themselves, rather than be parties to a lie of such 

enormous magnitude. 

  

'Spirit. are they yours.' Scrooge could say no more. 

  

'They are Man's,' said the Spirit, looking down upon them. 'And they cling to me, appealing 

from their fathers. This boy is Ignorance. This girl is Want. Beware them both, and all of 

their degree, but most of all beware this boy, for on his brow I see that written which is 

Doom, unless the writing be erased. Deny it.' cried the Spirit, stretching out its hand towards 

the city. 'Slander those who tell it ye. Admit it for your factious purposes, and make it 

worse. And abide the end.'  

  

'Have they no refuge or resource.' cried Scrooge. 

  

'Are there no prisons.' said the Spirit, turning on him for the last time with his own words. 

'Are there no workhouses.'"  

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present 

society’s attitude to poverty? 

1. Underline keywords in question; 

2. Underline and label at least 4 techniques/ word 

choices linked to question’s keywords. 1. Listing adjectives, stresses physical 
impact of poverty 

2.  Descriptive verb,  suggests the poor’s desperation 

3.  Adjectives, descriptive verbs and metaphor imply poor are dehumanised, animalistic 

4.  Descriptive verb and adverb,  link with point 2 

5.  Superlative and simile create contrast, highlights what poor could/should be 

6.  Biblical contrast link to 5 

7.  Repetition creates hyperbole,  reinforces dehumanising impact of poverty 

8.  Descriptive verbs,  reveal how shocking Scrooge finds consequences of 
poverty 

9.  Anaphora, simple sentences heighten allegorical names link to society’s attitude  

10.  Emotive verb reveals Scrooge’s changing attitude to poor 

11.  Repetition of Scrooge’s own rhetorical question creates contrast between his old and new 
attitude to poverty.  
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2H You have not made a structural point about the extract  

2I You have not used quotations (extract) 

2J You have not referred to the rest of the novella 

2K You have not discussed the importance of this extract in its place within the 

novellla 

2L You have not considered how the character/theme develops/changes 

throughout the novella in relation to the key word (e.g. poverty)  
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2R You have not used a conclusion that links the key word of the question to 

the bigger context of the play (e.g. poverty in Victorian England) 

NB: if you put your relate and link in plan, 
you’ll be ready to meet all of the shaded skills 

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present 

society’s attitude to poverty? 

1. Pick your 4 best points and turn into a plan 

2. Link each of your points to one of your HW 

quotes 

3. Write your answer using PEARL 
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Dickens’ poignantly employs the allegorical twins, Ignorance 
and Want to challenge Victorian attitudes to the poor. 
Fittingly, it is the ‘jolly giant’ of Christmas Present who 
sweeps back the abundant folds of his robe to reveal 
children who are, ‘yellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, 
wolfish; but prostrate, too, in their humility.’ Combing the 
listing of adjectives and descriptive verbs, Dickens’ portrait 
of poverty is as harrowing for readers as it is for the 
protagonist. His use of the term, ‘wolfish’ is suggestive of 
the poor’s savage existence. At the height of the British 
Empire Dickens invites readers to confront the uncivilised, 
even primitive, existences of their own poor children. The 
sickening contrast constructed by Dickens betrays suffering 
and inequality. Moreover, the children’s ‘prostrate... 
humility’ would resonate with Dickens’ largely Christian 
readership.  There is surely a sense of cruel irony here: is it 
not the Victorian middle class that he is urging to adopt 
such a position of repentance? These desperate human 
metaphors are often forgotten: perhaps contemporary 
readers find Tiny Tim’s sentiment: “God bless us, every 
one”, more palatable. For Dickens, who knew ‘Want’ 
personally, they are central in confronting social inequality. 
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2J You have not referred to the rest of the novella 

2K You have not discussed the importance of this extract in its 

place within the novellla 

2L You have not considered how the character/theme 

develops/changes throughout the novella in relation to the 

key word (e.g. poverty)  

2M You have not remembered quotations from the rest of the 

novella 

2N You have not embedded quotations (extract and whole) 

2O You have not unpicked your quotation(key words)  

2P You have not linked each paragraph to the question (poverty) 

2Q You have not used subject terminology 

2R You have not used a conclusion that links the key word of the 

question to the bigger context of the play (e.g. poverty in 

Victorian England) 

Starting with this extract, how 

does Dickens present society’s 

attitude to poverty? 


